
From: Crossland, Ronnie
To: Smith, Monica; Mason, Steve; Adams, Adam; Loesel, Matthew; Petersen, Chris; Delgado, Eric
Subject: RE: Budget Hearing Briefing Binder - Deer Park Fire
Date: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 4:16:13 PM

Just checked with RA’s Office.  Need draft first thing in the morning.
 
Thanks
Ronnie
 

From: Crossland, Ronnie 
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 4:13 PM
To: Smith, Monica <smith.monica@epa.gov>; Mason, Steve <mason.steve@epa.gov>; Adams, Adam
<Adams.Adam@epa.gov>; Loesel, Matthew <loesel.matthew@epa.gov>; Petersen, Chris
<petersen.chris@epa.gov>; Delgado, Eric <Delgado.Eric@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Budget Hearing Briefing Binder - Deer Park Fire
 
 
 

From: Idsal, Anne 
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 4:08 PM
To: Edlund, Carl <Edlund.Carl@epa.gov>; Crossland, Ronnie <Crossland.Ronnie@epa.gov>
Cc: Gray, David <gray.david@epa.gov>; Chancellor, Erin <chancellor.erin@epa.gov>
Subject: FW: Budget Hearing Briefing Binder - Deer Park Fire
 
Making sure y’all have seen this.
 

From: Snyder, Raquel 
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 3:52 PM
To: Traylor, Patrick <traylor.patrick@epa.gov>; Ringel, Aaron <ringel.aaron@epa.gov>; Cook, Steven
<cook.steven@epa.gov>; Idsal, Anne <idsal.anne@epa.gov>
Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Greaves, Holly <greaves.holly@epa.gov>; Hanson, Paige
(Catherine) <hanson.catherine@epa.gov>; Rodrick, Christian <rodrick.christian@epa.gov>; Frye,
Tony (Robert) <frye.robert@epa.gov>; Levine, Carolyn <Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Budget Hearing Briefing Binder - Deer Park Fire
 
Good afternoon,
 
If possible, please use this format for the briefing binder:
 

TOPIC
 
Background:
 
·       In a concise manner, describe the pertinent historical background information.
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Key Points:
 
·       What does the Administrator need to know about this issue? 
·       Are there political sensitivities? 
·       Is the Agency planning any major actions on the specific topic? 
·       What, if any, are the risks with this issue?
 
Talking Points:
 
·       This must be limited to 2-3 points.
·       Each talking point should reflect the information most salient to get across at a

hearing.
·       Each talking point should be no more than 1 sentence.
·       Do not use generic language.
·       The Administrator must be able to read the talking points verbatim, if needed.
 
FORMAT:
One page
Times New Roman
Font size 12
1” left and right margins; .7” top and bottom
Left justified.
Bullet style used in this guidance.
Page number bottom center

 
 
 
 
Many thanks,
 
Raquel Snyder
Congressional Liaison
U.S. EPA/Office of Congressional Affairs
(202)564-9586
 
From: Traylor, Patrick 
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 4:42 PM
To: Ringel, Aaron <ringel.aaron@epa.gov>; Cook, Steven <cook.steven@epa.gov>; Idsal, Anne
<idsal.anne@epa.gov>
Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Greaves, Holly <greaves.holly@epa.gov>; Hanson, Paige
(Catherine) <hanson.catherine@epa.gov>; Rodrick, Christian <rodrick.christian@epa.gov>; Frye,
Tony (Robert) <frye.robert@epa.gov>; Snyder, Raquel <Snyder.Raquel@epa.gov>; Levine, Carolyn
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>
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Subject: RE: Budget Hearing Briefing Binder - Deer Park Fire
 
Looping in Anne Idsal.
 
Patrick Traylor
Deputy Assistant Administrator
Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
202.809.8796 (m)
202.564.5238 (o)
 

From: Ringel, Aaron 
Sent: Tuesday, March 19, 2019 4:06 PM
To: Traylor, Patrick <traylor.patrick@epa.gov>; Cook, Steven <cook.steven@epa.gov>
Cc: Lyons, Troy <lyons.troy@epa.gov>; Greaves, Holly <greaves.holly@epa.gov>; Hanson, Paige
(Catherine) <hanson.catherine@epa.gov>; Rodrick, Christian <rodrick.christian@epa.gov>; Frye,
Tony (Robert) <frye.robert@epa.gov>; Snyder, Raquel <Snyder.Raquel@epa.gov>; Levine, Carolyn
<Levine.Carolyn@epa.gov>
Subject: Budget Hearing Briefing Binder - Deer Park Fire
 
Patrick/Steven/David/Erin,
 
Including OECA, OLEM, and R6 since this covers all of your offices. I have to imagine we’ll
get questions on this specific issue during the E&C budget hearing at a minimum. Can we get
a fact sheet together for his briefing binder?
 
Thanks,
Aaron
 

BEYOND THE BELTWAY

RED FLAGS AT TEXAS CHEMICAL PLANT: Records show Intercontinental
Terminals Company's Deer Park plant in Texas, which went up in flames on Sunday,
has had multiple incidents of violating clean air and clean water rules since 2009, the
Houston Chronicle's Matt Dempsey reports. During that time, the company did not
follow federal risk management regulations, and federal, state and county regulators
issued more than $65,000 in civil penalties.

Not the first time: According to EPA data, ITC violated the federal Clean Water Act
during nine of the last 12 quarters. Among other violations, the Commission on
Environmental Quality fined the company for dumping a toxic chemical called
cyanide into the San Jacinto River basin in July 2017, and the company also spilled
chemicals in two Texas cities on four separate occasions in the past decade. ITC's Deer
Park facility also had a major explosion in 1986 which killed one and injured seven. A
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report from the Houston Chronicle in 2016 also found there's a major chemical
incident once every six weeks in the greater Houston area. Read the full story here.

 
 
___________________
Aaron E. Ringel
Deputy Associate Administrator
Office of Congressional & Intergovernmental Relations
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

W: 202.564.4373
Ringel.Aaron@epa.gov
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